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Commodore  

Jocelyn Swanson 

Hi Everyone… from your commodorie 
Happy Summer everyone!  As Covid restrictions ease and members are vaccinated, sailing can 
return to crewed boats with family and friends and outings to various destinations.  Steve and I just 
returned from a Memorial Day trip to Petaluma, CA.  It's an all day trip from Coyote Point Marina in 
San Mateo with a good third of it motoring in the channel leading to the Petaluma River.  The river 
takes the boat through vineyards and ranches with a view of a traffic jam on the 101 North--lots of 
people headed up to Tahoe for the long weekend.  Two bridges have to be raised to motor into the 
Petaluma basin which is in downtown Petaluma.  It's a fun trip and the Petaluma YC was very wel-
coming even though the club wasn't open to visitors yet. 

If you are on Facebook, there is an Islander 36 Facebook page.  It's not managed by the Islander 
36 Association; however, we used it to advertise the Association.  It's proved to be successful and 
we have gained new members from the Facebook page.  In fact one new member is from Tacoma 
where another member lives and they have connected with each other.   

The Summer Sailtice event is Saturday, June 19.  It's a worldwide event and open to all boaters to 
participate.  If you do decide to participate in the event please take photos and send them to Phillip 
Seaman at phill@AnalogGoesDigital.com  so he can add them to the next newsletter. 

Jocelyn Swanson, Commodore 

Zingara 

Sailbot rescues power boat 

From the Editor... (by Phillip Seaman) 
The time has come for us Californians who have gone from the highest penetration of COVID to 
being back to normal, whatever that is, as of June 15th California will be open again! 
* The I36A is expanding it’s coverage to the many Islander 36 owners in the Pudget Sound.  Wel-
come to all those of you North of SFB.  Congratulations to our board and Pudget members in mak-
ing us all one big family. 
* After several days of frustration and long hours we all owe Rick thanks for fixing the issues with 
the WEB sites Forms.  Well done Rick. 
* Now to a subject that is close to my heart… FOOD!  Have you visited your local YC just to experi-
ence their cullonary adventures.  As and ex racer I used to just visit local YC’s for the after race 
drinks and a burger.  It took a long time for me to realise that they had a real professional Chef in 
the kitchen not just a line cook throwing burgers all day.  But when I did I was amazed at the re-
sults… wonderful high class food and excellent professional service.  What an eyeopener! 
Not being an SFB sailor I missout on this part of being a member of a YC.  From what I have dis-
covered there are several YC’s that have restaurants.  What is your favorite YC restaurant?  How 
about visiting your local YC for a special occasion or just a dinner with your partner.  How about 
Liholiho YC or St Francis YC or even Corinthian YC. for example. 

http://analoggoesdigital.com/
mailto:skjrswanson@att.net?subject=I36%20Association%20Membership
mailto:phill@AnalogGoesDigital.com


2 
I36News Vol8 / Issue1  

 

 

 

10 easy things you can do to sail a bit faster: 

 

1. Put your boat on a diet.  This is especially true if you have a later model boat.  Pretty much each year Islander added things to 

the boat, and they got a heavier.  I have a chubby boat and it is a never-ending battle to slim her down.  Is all the chain in the bow of 
the boat really helping?  No.  What about the 300 pounds of tools?  How about the two cases of beer and the hundred pounds of 
ice.  OK some things are needed.  Also, the I36 Rules (or as I like to refer to them as guidelines) do require you to leave some 
things in the boat.  Be a good sport and try and follow the rules. 

2. If your boat came to you with a three-blade fixed prop you have an excuse.  Otherwise, you do not.  This has got to go.  There 

are many lower cost props that will help you sail faster.  However, a two-blade fixed prop can be set so it is almost hidden by the 
skeg.  You just need to stop it so the keyway on the shaft is pointing up or down.  Yes, you can spend a lot of money and get a Max-
Prop or a Gori but there are low cost options like a folding Martec that work just as well as when sailing as the expensive options.  If 
you love your three-blade fix prop you are likely a power boater and just do not know it yet.  The good news is that you will save a lot 
of money on sails. 

3. Clean your bottom.  We got new bottom paint last year, so we are OK will not cut it.  If you are thinking it may need a little scrub, 

it needed to be cleaned months ago. 

4. Trim your sails.  When in doubt let it out.  Really your sails are over trimmed.  Most people over trim their sails.  Remember tell 

tails are your friends, use them. Maybe ease the outhaul on the main a bit too. 

5. If anyone tells you “You can’t reef to early” run the other direction.  There are plenty of ways to quickly depower an Islander 

36.  Reefing should be at the bottom of the list.  Remember the words of my friend Tom Newton: “Reefing is for wimps!” 

6. Go sailing more often.  The more you go the better you will get.  I know I used to be terrible and now I have improved too almost 

average.  When you get a call from the Race Committee asking if you are still racing or if you can pick up the marks when you finally 
make it in, you will start to think maybe you need a bit more practice. 

(Continued on page 15) 

Go Faster (from Dan Knox) 

http://analoggoesdigital.com/
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:  All members of the I36A are encouraged to 

spread the word to juniors at your local schools. 

 

The I36A has an open invitation to any junior sailor to 

come out and race with us on race days.  

http://analoggoesdigital.com/
http://islander36.org/
http://islander36.org/
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fislander36.org%2Fnewyear21%2Fnewyear21.html&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc3e146902fdf4f6ea90208d8af79aa09%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637452284362569146%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4w
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fislander36.org%2Fnewyear21%2Fnewyear21.html&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc3e146902fdf4f6ea90208d8af79aa09%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637452284362569146%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4w
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fislander36.org%2Fnewyear21%2Fnewyear21.html&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc3e146902fdf4f6ea90208d8af79aa09%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637452284362579148%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4w
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St Francis YC 

http://analoggoesdigital.com/
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https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fislander36.org%2Fopening-day21%2Fopening-day21.html&data=04%7C01%7C%7C9dcb46a3820a40c79be508d909d1046f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637551615593325146%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJW
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fislander36.org%2Fopening-day21%2Fopening-day21.html&data=04%7C01%7C%7C9dcb46a3820a40c79be508d909d1046f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637551615593325146%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJW


6 
I36News Vol8 / Issue1  

 

 

 

http://analoggoesdigital.com/
http://www.cdc.gov/
http://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=maritimeTelecomms
https://www.americascup.com/


7 
I36News Vol8 / Issue1  

 

 

 

Submit your camera ready art (jpeg, png, gif)- click here 

http://analoggoesdigital.com/
mailto:Phill@AnalogGoesDigital.com?subject=I36News%20-%20Advertising
http://islander36.org/
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Mapping Members (from Mike Patterson) 

T 
his issue of the I36News has a map showing the location of our mem-

bers living in the Arizona Area.  Each of the flags shown is, one or more, 

Islander 36 Association member. 

http://analoggoesdigital.com/


9 
I36News Vol8 / Issue1  

 

 

 

 

A Thought... 

Saw the Island Girl in the bay today. 
Watched her backside as she sailed away. 

What pretty boats these are. 
 

Kirill Sapelkin 

http://analoggoesdigital.com/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/29c594b
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/29c594b
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/29b982e
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/29b982e
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/29b182b
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/29b182b
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/29ac82e
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/29ac82e
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/29aad74
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/2999e60
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/2999e60
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/2991af0
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/2991af0
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/298e675
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/298e675
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/298c73e
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/298c73e
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/298780e
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/298780e
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Upgrading Your Cabin Sole 
Islanders of all sizes were manufactured with a plywood cabin sole. In later years it was the “standard” very thin layer of 
teak and holly (probably 1/16th) on 5/8ths plywood. In earlier years (like our Bahama 30) it was just plywood, no teak & 
holly! The 70s and early 80s were all about carpet! In either case, that thin layer of teak & holly veneer has suffered over 
the years with plenty of battle damage. For those of us who wish to upgrade or refinish the cabin sole on our valued 

Islanders there is an endless parade of options. One of those options is a product 
called NuTeak (http://www.nuteak.com/) , the company based in Florida. I was 
asked to re-finish a parquet floor on a Grand Banks a few years ago and had 
some knowledge of the NuTeak product. It presented itself as a visually appeal-
ing, durable alternative. A molded-in teak finish on a plastic 36” x 2 ½” plank, 1/8th 
thick. Unlike some other similar products, each plank is an individual plank. There 
is no “multiple planks ending on the same joint” appearance. There is also the 
choice of a light colored “holly” strip separating the planks, or a “black tar” strip, 
usually for outdoors. NuTeak has a web site that didn’t provide a great deal of 
information on this particular product, focusing instead on their custom-made 
sheets for quick installation. 

But I did find a NuTeak Northwest web site that does detail these planks. The in-
formative video makes it look more complicated than it really is.  

This document is not going to be a “how to install” instruction sheet. However, it 
will be a “lessons learned” sheet to avoid first time mistakes on a one-time project. 

Planning 

 The product arrives in long cardboard boxes with the Bostik glue in large sausages, probably in a separate box. There 
will be one white “holly” (or black) strip for each plank. The strips come in sheets of 15 and will need to be split. Bend 
each strip longitudinally and separate by hand. It’s far easier to do when the sheet is warm (lay it in the sun or heat it 
up with a heat gun). 

 Plan the floor by laying out the planks and strips as you would like to see them when finished. Not all of them, just 
enough to figure out the side-to-side numbers and cuts. You’d rather not cut planks longitudinally if avoidable. Check 
to see where the hatches (if any) are going to fit in. 

 Most installers will simply but the planks into the bulkhead with a 90 athwartship plank. It’s simple, it’s elegant. I used 
45degrees corners simply because I didn’t think of the simpler way. I think the 45degree corners look nicer as well. If 
you are planning the 45degrees corners indicate that in your order. You will need more strips. 

 Cutting the planks can be a challenge. If a table saw is handy, great. I use a sharp box cutter and metal straight edge, 
cutting through from the top with a few slices and then breaking off the end. The same plies for the longitudinal cuts. 

 Each plank has bevelled edges. When cutting a plank to a specific length I use a 120 grit sanding block to add the 
bevel to the cut edge. It looks better that way. 

Lay out the planks in preparation for gluing them down: 

 I would limit the gluing process to what you can reach comfortably without having to kneel on the fresh product. Over-
night drying is all that’s needed to be able to walk or kneel on the laid planks without disturbing them. 

 Number the planks once you’re pleased with the pattern. Where you cut a plank for a hatch you want to ensure that 

(Continued on page 11) 

http://analoggoesdigital.com/
http://www.nuteak.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=sbKwbsDzuuw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=sbKwbsDzuuw
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Ullman Sails San Diego is located on Harbor Island 
Drive as part of Harbor Island West Marina and travels 
to all marinas from Chula Vista to Oceanside. Ullman 
Sails Pacific Northwest is located in the heart of Ana-
cortes, which is the last stop on the way to the San Juan 
Islands, and visits all marinas from Seattle to Anacortes 
and some of the PNW islands. Both lofts are owned 
and operated by Chuck Skewes, a veteran sailmaker 
with nearly 40 years of experience.  

Both full service sail lofts have other experienced sail-
makers and we service all sail brands. Qualified Sail-
makers repair, maintain, recut or clean your sails.  

We also sell high quality new sails for racing and cruis-
ing for any boat type. Sails can be sewn with Gore 
Tenara thread for cruising in high U.V. areas. 

Contact Chuck and his team in San Diego at 619-268-
1404, sd@ullmansails.com or in Anacortes at 360-504-
6640, pnw@ullmansails.com." 

http://analoggoesdigital.com/
mailto:sd@ullmansails.com
mailto:pnw@ullmansails.com
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Reefing, I rarely do it, but not too long ago it was blowing hard in the slot, I do not have a wind meter, and the white caps were 
breaking and trailing a very long distance, over my bow and into the cockpit, hitting and filling the mainsail, while on a close 
reach, and my leeward shrouds were flying all over the place, uppers and lowers both. I started to envision losing the rig. 

I do not actually know how old my rig is, and it concerns me. Then I heard the voice of my friend's mother, an old sailor out of 
Southern England, tell me in a heavy British accent, "Sailing, it's all about gooood decision making."  

I reefed down the main. I only have one reefing point. I rolled in the 120% to about 90%. The shrouds were still flying around. 
The rail was still in the water. But  I felt better.  

Tim  

PS. I tightened my shrouds last year, but I am curious to know what the tension should be. Anyone know? I have a LOOS me-
ter, centered and tightened the rig from about 8% to 11% of breaking strength for 1/4inch wire on all the lines. Does anyone 
know what it should be?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Here are links to two of our Maintenance pages that give you another approach to setting up you wonderful Islander ring. 

From the original Islander Owners manual:  http://islander36.org/manual1/Riggingguide1.jpg 

From fellow members:  http://islander36.org/mast.html#Rig 

Enjoy. Sail fast, have fun. 

Rick 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Here are the basic steps to reef your mainsail: 

• Assume a close-hauled or close reaching course. 

• Set the autopilot to maintain your course under jib alone, or heave-to. 

• Release the mainsheet and vang. 

• Lower the main halyard. Pull slack out of the reef line so it won’t tangle. 

• Secure the reef tack. 

• Re-tension the halyard. 

• Tension the reef line. It should be very tight, pulling down and out to flatten the reefed sail. 

Snug the vang and trim the mainsheet. 

Additional reefing tips: 

• Mark the main halyard line relative to the mast, so you will know how far you need to lower it the next time you reef. 

• If you expect to be reefed for a while, tie the reef clew down to the boom with a sail tie, to take the load should the reef line 
fail. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Editors Comment... 

On Mouse Pad I installed a Harken single line Main Sail reefing system and ran the single line for each reef through the boom 
for neatness.  I worked like a charm and I could take in any of the three reefs without leaving the cockpit.  A great comfort for 
my girlfriend at the time. 

Rigging & Reefing 

http://analoggoesdigital.com/
http://islander36.org/manual1/Riggingguide1.jpg
http://islander36.org/mast.html#Rig
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I’ve recently discovered a couple of interesting groups on FaceBook. You can find these using 
to the “Search” tool in FaceBook. 
 
The first one is “Islander Sailboat Owners”. I see several members of the Islander 36 Associa-
tion are also active members of this group. There is active discussion of all sizes of Islanders 
and lots of great advice can be found here. 
 
The second group is “Classic Plastic: Vintage Fiberglass Sailboats”. This group discusses 
many makes and models of older fiberglass sailboats from the 70’s and 80’s. 

Facebook (by Mike Patterson, Treasurer) 

http://analoggoesdigital.com/
https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=displayDownloads
https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=lnmMain
https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=lightLists
https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=NavRulesAmalgamated
https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=maritimeTelecomms
https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=pawsaMain
https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=pnBridges
https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=pubsMain
https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=vtsMain
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Our-Organization/Assistant-Commandant-for-Prevention-Policy-CG-5P/Inspections-Compliance-CG-5PC-/Office-of-Investigations-Casualty-Analysis/Safety-Alerts/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/697614560261293
https://www.facebook.com/groups/135430187201576
https://www.latitude38.com/lectronic/downtown-petaluma-reopens-to-boaters-after-dredging/
https://petalumayachtclub.com/?page_id=73
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Cruise Schedule 2021 

 

Race Schedule 2021 

Date Event Name Races Host Notes 

Jan 30 3 Bridge Fiasco 1 SSS Double handed event. NOR and SIs and Regis-
tration 
at https://www.jibeset.net/JACKY000.php?RG=
T009335991 

Mar 20 Spring Meeting 0 

Zoom 

Great time to meet your competiti-
ors! Information, Registration and Meal selec-
tion. 

June 19 Summer Sailstice 1 TBD 
Summer Sailstice Rally Details & Reservations. 

Oct 2 Nationals Regatta 2-3 Golden Gate YC Always a fun regatta! Details and Registration. 

November 6 Fall Meeting & Winners Dinner 0 Coyote Point YC Fall Meeting Details & Reservations. 

Sat, June 19 Summer Sailstice Summer Sailstice Rally Details & 
Reservations. 

Fri - Mon, July 4th Weekend Benicia and Delta jump off? (Stay tuned for details.) 

Sat - Sun, August ??? Petaluma (Stay tuned for details.) 

Fri - Mon, Labor Day Weekend Half Moon Bay / Monterey Bay David Book is working on getting the 
4 - 5 I-36s in Monterey Bay to host a 
rally 

Saturday October 2 Nationals Regatta - GGYC Contact Race Chair Bill Hackel. 
Nationals Regatta Details & Reserva-
tions. 

Sat-Sun, October 16-17 China Camp/ McNears Beach an-
chor out rally 

(Stay tuned for details.) 

Sat, November 6 Fall Meeting & Winners dinner 
Coyote Point YC 

Fall Meeting Details & Reservations. 

http://analoggoesdigital.com/
https://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php?x=167&y=154&site=mtr&zmx=&zmy=&map_x=167&map_y=154#.XUm6UHt7ktI
https://www.jibeset.net/JACKY000.php?RG=T009335991
https://www.jibeset.net/JACKY000.php?RG=T009335991
http://islander36.org/sm21/sm21details.html
http://islander36.org/sm21/sm21details.html
http://islander36.org/sailstice21/sailstice21details.html
http://islander36.org/nationals21/nationals21details.html
http://islander36.org/fm21/fm21details.html
http://islander36.org/sailstice21/sailstice21details.html
http://islander36.org/sailstice21/sailstice21details.html
mailto:whackel@yahoo.com
http://islander36.org/nationals21/nationals21details.html
http://islander36.org/nationals21/nationals21details.html
http://islander36.org/fm21/fm21details.html
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Newsletter Editor 

E-mail: Phill@AnalogGoesDigital.com 

http://Islander36.org 

San Fransico, Calif. 

Islander 36 Association 

We’re on the web 

Islander36.org 

Islander 36 Association 

Islander 36 Association 

Member Information Update 

Form 

MEMBERSHIP  
 

For membership information 

please contact our Membership 

Chair Steve Swanson  

(click here) 

Corporate Members get FREE advertising 

Submit your camera ready art (jpeg, png, gif, pub) for the next issue to: Phill@AnalogGoesDigital.com 

Islander 36 Association Mission Statement 

“To  promote ownership and use of Islander 36's  via a one design racing fleet, 
cruising group and to  provide valuable resources for the Islander 36 owner.“ 

I-36 Clothing 
Several versions and sizes of the Is-

lander logo are available to be embroi-

dered on shirts, hats, etc. A wide vari-

ety of colors and styles is available. 

Click here to see the basic design. 

http://analoggoesdigital.com/
http://islander36.org/index.html#menu
http://islander36.org/index.html#menu
http://islander36.org/secure/i-36appl.html
http://islander36.org/i-36appl2.html
http://islander36.org/i-36appl2.html
http://islander36.org/i-36appl2.html
http://islander36.org/clothes.html
http://islander36.org/clothes.html
mailto:skjrswanson@att.net?subject=I36%20Association%20Membership
http://analoggoesdigital.com/
http://analoggoesdigital.com/3/default.aspx
http://islander36.org/images/i36-va.jpg

